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Qctobar 18, 1277

'"he following letter s reccoived in hudeont Council office on
Oct, 14, 1277, and was scnt »v a student who has been silenced

by the fadr of "erasswent, sowmethirs this student hos already
experienced plenty of. I have reprinted it for revicw by Council
memhers 28 a Cosmupity Concerns the student exprassed to nie in the
Council oifice a fcw days prior that he felt that cay Affairs vas
potentially a wery fiportant contridution to our coamnity and
then procceded to tell the problems he has encounterzd, I asked
hiis to provide a description of Lhese problews if he was afraid to
address .Council directly. ‘Thus this notec.
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You asked for a short descrintion of what it is like for cay peoople
at the University.

First, it mcans the term 'gay' itsclf bscomes a cruel joke, since
once anyone finds out, the taunts and ostracizing begin, and the

only solace & gay person rcally has is with other gay peoplc. I know
this to be true because even people who are sympathetic to my sexualit
thinXk nothing of piclking around in my private life for curiosity or
questioning its validity in terms of what the Catholic Church esor
Anita Tryvant or p'ark Jard have just szid. ‘lence I cease to be a
person and hecoie one of *then'~ the effeminant, the molestor, the
dannec. Friends innocently askz if indeed gay people recruit kids,

or if ‘we' all hang around nensrocis. Another favorite is how one car
'tell' sowmconc else is c¢ay. These particular problens are not coenfinc
to UVA however-but they are intensified to a degradinc degree by the
atmospheres here.

How can a cay person maintain a2 sense of self respect if in the know-
ledge that society as @ vhole disapproves of his/her sexuality he/she
is harassed constantly by verbal ahuse and phaysical threats? If
faculty nenbers slide in editorial couments that are Cenigrating? IL
studont leaders are dracced in front of trilunals and the public
solely because of their sexualityr (ant to ¢uess who suffered this o
last insult-not I, but his name is on everyone's lins). . ow about
the effluvia that YAT preaches? 3y cuoting specific passages in the
Bible to suit their owm ends thayv Lerate the public with assertions
that homosexzuality is 2 sin and discase in once This is a godsend for
a community lohlkiing for excusas Lo condemme

rrobably the most frustrating aspect of all of this is the VAF &cC
haragsment of CCHi. It is in the booklet that this group puts out
that there is hone for scimually unsducated people at this school-not
only people vho are suffcerins an isolation(that I hope to never under:
again) because thev know they are homoserual and have no information
or person to talk to about it, hut also this hoolklet provides informa.
tion to the iznorant many who aren't gay but vhose first response is
nate or fear.

student Council can help.

7irst, by realizing that thetsU is not a political and relicgious
organization. Does anyone really know how frustratinc it is to be
told you are making a political and relicious statement by vour sleep:
with someone of the same sex? Second, by working through the Office
of Zqual Cpportunity to make sure someone can't be fired solely on a
basis of sexuality. Can anyonc really fugnction comfortably in an
environment waere you nust always be covering up your personal life
and still keep looking over your shoulfer in case somconc finds out?
There sxrc more ideas also- including »hut not discounting the radical
concept of an advisor ¢ for gay peoplec. Fat chance, e¢h?,
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Distill vhat you can from this haphazard wmissive. I won't sign a
name beczuse I 2am tired of the above, and the best solution down here
is to hide, 2long with the other 500 or so of us, away from the
fraternities, the CD publicity, anc the enmity of the administration.




