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J u l y  1, 1977 
Alexandria, Va. 

Dear hary P a t  and Stefan:  

Tnand: you f o r  informing me and o t h e r  cvunci l  members whar; important 
matters have come up. a,' ' 

a. 
The switch or  liealth insurance p o l i c i e s ; ~ ~ a . ' q j a v o i d a b l e  because $160 
is d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some s tudents  t o  raise: h & ~  f o r  iiousing, n a t u r a l l y  I 
understand i t s  need and the  b e n e f i t s  t o th tuden t s  of t n e i r  cons t ruc t ion .  

I w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  following the UTS/CTS coordinat ion or merger 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  It would be nard.''Dr ,the Universi ty  t o  merge i t s  own 
s e r v i c e  w i t h  UTS Without  e x t r a c e  e p o p e r  assurances t n a t  the s tuden t s  
w i l l  r ece ive  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  superiof i  s e r v i c e  t h a t  they have a l r eady  been 
rece iv ing .  
u n t i l  an a c t u a l  proposal o r  s tudy i s  presented. 

1 hppe you w i l l  keep me posted on f u r t h e r  developments. 

Natural ly ,  I was pleased t h a t  you would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  GSU plans  f o r  
triis f a l l .  There are many t o p i c s  1 would very much l i k e  t o  d i scuss  that  
one r e l a t e d  t o  gay rights.  I have undergone much suul-searching over the 
past year and e spec ia l ly  over theDlaat seqlester as t o  what r i g h t s  a gay 
s tudent  can expect from & u n i v e r s i t y  ahq from i t s  ah7dent organiza t ions .  
I becnme convinced that most s tudents  were w i l l i n g  t o  accept homosexuals 
as having equal r i g h t s  as s tudents .  T h i s  is  a r a d i c g l  change from r& E 

sixties. Some members of trie Universi ty  community, and sow of them are 
r e l a t i v e l y  powerr'ul, a r e  not  ready t 9  accept u s 0  and have easily prevented 
a i scuss ion  of toe issues. F i r s t  I would liLce t o  share w i t h  yoa some 
item8 that w i l l  convince you t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  s tudent  counci l  w i l l  be % 

forced  t o  deal w i t h  the  i s s u e  of what l i m i t s  thbre a r e  t o  the harrassment 
of gay persons at trie Universi ty  of Virginia .  

After two years  of extremely nomophobic and t o t a l l y  unrespons%ve 1 
of the - Caval ier  ---- D a i l  , the present  8dbtor8 seem t o  be a 180 degree 
The last  i s sue  o d  y e a r , - n t t h  courage tha t  su rp r i sed  m e #  went 
clear  the record on the ElKins a f f a i r  one8 and f o r  a l l -  and l e f t  the clew 
f a c t  that  Hereford was ~ e x e r c i a i n g  harras'sment o f  Blkins merely becaure cf 
his a f f e a t i o n a l  preferences,  and t r o d  a h  over spheres that had u n t i l  then 
been considered the  excluaive mat te r  of the ind iv idua l  s tudent .  This chmge 
i n  the e d i t o r s  of the campus press may have g r e a t  impl lea t ions .  

And under tnese  condi t ions,  w e  r e a l l y  canRt make m y  JudgemerSJs 

Secondly, there is the continued emphasis i n  OCHS on providing the basic 
information about s exua l i ty  t o  s tuden t s  who wish t o  develope informed 
views and self-awareness . 
Thirdly,  t h e r e  is t he  new p o l i t i c a l  movement symbolized by Anita Bryant. 
Yess she w i l l  have a l a r g e  impact even i n  Char lo t t e sv i l l e .  Many gays haw 
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come out f o r  the f i r s t  time during t h e  l as t  s e v e r a l  months. The number 
of gay organiza t ions  has jumped t o  1800 around the country.  On tne o the r  
s i d e ,  his Bryant is e s t a b l i s h i n g  a residence near  Lynchburg, and i t  can 
be expected tha t  she has f r i e n d s  a t  WA wno w i l l  i n v i t e  her here. I 
have found, by  observing the a c t i v i t i e s  of gay r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  and 
women's groups t h a t  Anitads campaign has l e d  t o  a gearing-up by the l e f t  
and right t o  do b a t t l e  on t h e  i ssue .  Women's groups have come out  s t r o n a y  
i n  f a v o r  of gay-, r i g h t s  on a n t i - s e x i s t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  even though they  
realize t h i s  does not  help the i r  ERA d r ive .  

&I1 of t hese  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  are presented here only t o  h e l p  place the 
i s s u e  I n  perspec t ive .  
oan deal only with concrete ,  nellzLdafined Whe re hifndri t les*.uho '  
iP& "anabbu€ar have r b n r f u l l  pbrtfelwttiota,  it.. Es -,becau80 tihey .ro#e. aboiw- 

I wish t o  emphasize that I real ize  that CouncAl 

ilfirntukkm@ callling and weht t o  work for conare te  social change. 
is the new-found status of the gay rights movement. Unfortunately,  t b  
homophobes are l i k e l y  t o  cont inue the tact ics  of the p a s t  years ,  which 
w i l l  tend t o  confuse what p r i n c i p l e s  and concre te  l s aues  are at s t ake ,  

Many l iberala  s t i l l  doubt that  ant i -gag d i sc r imina t ion  is r e a l l y  a s e r i o m  
problem. Few r e a l i z e  i t s  f u l l  impact on t h e  economic, s o c i a l ,  and 
pQ,yChOlOgiCal weal-being of lesb ian8  and gay males, 
n a t u r a l  f o r  the sympathetic l i b e r a l  t o  demand proof that  discr iminat ion:  
r e a l l y  does e x i s t .  I accept the challenge. I n  order t o  make $his T 

l e t t e r  less than 3000 pages I postpone a comprehensive list,:. 
I hope you w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s .  
document concretely 8s poss ib l e  the problems that exis t ,  i n  order t o  
encourage r a t i o n a l  and ob jec t ive  d iscuss ion .  This 3 ': w i l l  be forthcomlrg 
s h o r t l y ,  I umt3arrtmdrtirat*tho ~nbfitles-Committee w i l l  p l ay  a o e n t r a l  
lace I n  such quest ions,  bu t  I hope you w i l l  fo l low these matters as w e l l ,  ft should be e a s i l y  understood t h a t  r e a l l y  hard o r  l e g a l  proofs can never 

be a v a i l a b l e  on the v a s t  major i ty  of  abuses. U n t i l  the las t  ear at most, 

e v i l  na ture ,  and , 5 d e s i r e ~ l ~ n o t h i n g  more than t o  hide the;r shame rather 
than seek redress .  That is  why recent  events  have been so shO&ing..to the 

The OSU.rsrr ev ic t ed  from i t s  or ' f ice  i n  Peabody when It was pointed out  t o  
Coufioil t h a t  the Board had c l a a s i f i e d  it as p o l l t h a l ,  i n  nature .  A8 I . 
have discussed w i t h  you, t h e  Board's c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was based on grounds 

! n o  longer  appaicable t o  the M U ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  that  the WU's c o n r t l t u t i c m  
did not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  preclude p o l i t i c a l  (i, e. ,,@lectioneerAng, legis@- 

' t i v e  lobbying, e tc . )  a c t i v i t i e s  that  would c o s t  W A  it$ IRS a ta tue .  
probably know more about the types  of arguments that  w i l l  perhapar be 
'to deny o f f i c e  pace b y  the Board i n  the ( ineu i t ab1e )  case of appieal t 
on t h i s  i s sue .  expect a big s t i n k  a l l  over the U about this ,  bigger thm 
befume) I o t  l i k e l y  that the [)ISQ w i l l  prove the *w8t c&l)oR that w i l l  ~ 

po in t  oat,, *&&&updity of I t 8  own not iohs  c$ what I s  "palitical", Yhe WU , 

would l i k e l y  be the very occasion f o r  f o r t f f y i n g  their  p o s i t i o n  on thia3tLhE#nQ 
(Forgive me if I add that it i r k s  ma and many I know t o  8eb t h e  Board ypp . .  

This 

So it would be 

I ts  purpose w i l l  be merely t o  

the average gay person b e l e i v e d a e  was being j u s t l y  punished H o r  her 

s t e t u s  quo! 
,F 

s tudent  a c t i v i t i e s  f s  purely p o l i t i c a l  re&.eonsl) I :* 
. I  

> _. .. * ,. 
I 
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I I ao be le ive  the Board w i l l  be forced t o  deal with t h e  GSU ( f o r  a t  l e a s t  the 
th i rd  time-not t o  mention times the Board might d i scuss  us  i n  p r i v a t e )  and 
admit that  t h e  QSU has done nothing p o l i t i c a l ,  t ha t  it has chenged i ts  
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  that  i t  has not engaged i n  any i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  (a l though 
I doubt if any of  them r e a l l y  be l e ive  w e  are not  compulsive felons-and it 
S : q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t ha t  t h e  Board has  some o t h e r  source of information, 

t i o n ,  have i n f i l t r a t e d  the GSU o r  sp i ed  on US, the Universi ty  p o l h e  has 
1 1 hce t e r t a i n - p e r s o n s ,  belonging t o  a we l l  known right-wing s tudent  organlza- 

a f i l e  on the QSUrand r e c e n t l y * l t  has become a ~ t l e s p i . b a ~ ~ b b ~ t 6 ~ ~ a a d r l l g  
most members of the Universi ty  t h a t  the MU, homosexuality, and gay dances 
were not  exac t ly  legal,  somehow, and c e r t a i n l y  t o  be diecouraged at  all 
costs.) Notice that our righ.t; wing f r i e n d s  are c a l l i n g  the sho t s  ahead of 
t h e  oaee more. The p o l i t i a a l  t h i n g  i s l  no longer  v a l i d ,  if i t ' e v e r  waa. 
How they  have t r ied one last deaparate  obfuscat ion-that  w e  are a 
"religious" ( o r  =re prec iae ly ,  - t i - re l igious)  group. The Board wilz stcp 
short of this, but  the a b s u r d i t i e s  that  the r i g h t - w i n g  s tuden t s  have'bean 
dr iven  t o  in f ight ing C C W ,  the CISU, and pses ib ly  o t h e r  grOU$8~.'8hOWs 
tbey have run out of cards. I b e l e i v e  this  is a precursor  of the Board's 
b+cis%on on GtsU o f f i c e  apace e l i g i b i l i t y , .  The Board w i l l  be requi red  
t o  go t o  ebsurd, indefens ib le  extremes in f i n d i n g  an a r b i t r a r y  reason 
f o r  d e n i u ,  OR g ran t  o f f i c e  apaoe. A n  adverae dec i s ion  m i g h t  promt a 
lawsui t ,  depending, In  any oase, the appeal would be a 8er&OUS embarr- 
asment t o  the Board. ( I  should add tha t  the GSU wants the o f f i c e  f o r  
its own sake-to e s t a b l i s h  bet ter  se rv ices  f o r  s tuden t s  that are verpl 
s h  i n  demand4 ) -c 

Anyway, I realize t h a t  th is  very quest lon has a se l f -gene ra t ing  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  being the CD'a bread and b u t t e r  t h i s  f a l l .  
Quesa I'd b e t t e r  end this l e t t e r  soon. L e t  me  c l o s e  i n  saying that  I 
r e a l l y  appreciate the emart th inking  and hard work and experience you both 
have i n  dealtrig wi th . s tuden t s  problems, Hy own role a$ ~Coaaoi lpsrson  
is l i k e l y  t o  be 
the majori ty  of 
s tuden t s  a c t u a l 1  f f e c t e d  understand the s i t u a t i o n .  On o t h e r  questions,  
I nope present  groups and points of view that perhaps have not beea 
encour I I q m  not the first or even the second aSU member t o  ba on' cibuncll, 
Itxu no dlnly one on th i s  gea r ' s  Council. 
GSU pres iden t ,  and t h i a  will make a d i f f e rence .  I w i l l  promise t o  do my 
p a r t  mars i n  encouraging ttcommunimtiona." I will t r y  t o  reach even . 
the most aXlhnated and dtsaffected. How can lesbians and gay men be so 
s i l e n t 7  Huw ban Blacks be so muffled? Ho 

c , :  '-,* a djrawn tbrn out? Perhaps there 1 
here a t  WA. Waybe it was jgst the s i t u a t i o n  l a s t  year .  

it feels it baa j u s t  reasons. 
no t  bookworn and H g e S - ~ e q ~ b t  

I hope you wo& dread it. I&, 

t of s tanding  behind and lending  he lp  when needed t o  
a t ions ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when I have no "feel" f o r  how the 

But I w i l l  be the f i r a t  

1 . ,# 
" .  

1 .  t 1 understand s o c i e t y ' s  sexism allow Q*#S - . .  ..I, 
omthing s e r i o u s 1  

egmourag' me&ers of' t n e  s tudent  body t o  take par 
a te  p reas  3 e oa Council i t s e l f ,  f a c u l t y ,  and 

WA must c r e a t e  lebders l i k e  yourselves,  

m t ,  plaqae l e t  me mow how I can c a l l  ei ther of you long d i s t ance  i n  
the evenings- I j u s t  c a n ' t  c a l l  from work very e a s i l y .  I hope you w i l l  
keep me  informed. 


