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Letters to the Editor 
Elkins: ‘crlns to bear’ 

Dear Sir: 
In regard to  the publication of 

the story of Bob Elkins, it is almost 
so ekmentary as to  be overlooked 
that The Cavalier Daily could not 
have printed the article had the 
University administration first not 
singkd him out for a special and 
perhaps unprecedented in- 
vestigation. Newspapers don’t 
make martyrs; governments and 
sociaies do. J f  Bob E I S i  has 
been subject t o  unfair  em- 
barrassment and harrassment and 
has suffered tremendously for 
doing no wrong, it is only because 
he is a minority in a mciety aad a 
University with a bad hiory of 
tolerating minorities. It is indeed 
tragic that individual blacks, 
women. Jews, Catholics and now, 
homosexuals, must carry the 
burden of their entire groups on 
their backs when theysimplytryto 
live normal human lives. But it is 
not the fault of a free and active 
press. 

If a newspaper sheds l i t  upon 
a cross erected by a society, it is 
unfortunate that the light must 
also illuminate the features of the 
individual pinned to  it. But if we 
are ever to knock these crosses 
iown, wemust beabletosecthem, 
md the polite coverage of tea (or 
Lawn) parties just won’tdo it. It is 
rue that a story about a 
iomosexual resident advisor is 
what is called a ‘‘sexy” story in the 
ournalism trade, but more im- 
mrtant it is a story of an oppressed 
ninorily. And removing a 
ommunity’s discrimination, I 
iold, iS in the community’s “best 
nternt.” 

Debbie Galant 
COIL IV 

Committee reactg 
(The following is the text of a 

etter originally sent ro university 
>resident Frank L. Hereford Jr. 
md Vice President f o r  Student 
Wma Ernest H. Ern-Ed.) 

As a group involved in the 
Jniversity communityor the past 
ive y e p .  we would like to  voice 
bur concern about Robert Elkins, 
member of our organization and 

esident advisor in Hancock 
lormitory. 

Mr. Elkins has been an ef- 
cctive, reliable member of our 
ommittee and has consistently 
emonstrated unbiased and 
wonsible attitudes in dealing 
rith sensitive issues. In his work 
‘ith thaCounselors Committee on 
ruman Sexuality, Mr. Elkins has 
roven his ability to foster open 
nd rational dialogue concerning 
uman sexuality. 

ThB Ceunselor Committee on 
Human Sexuality has since its 
inception attepteg to  provide the 
University community with a 
forum for the rational discussion 
and analysis of issues in the area of 
human sexuality. We have sought 
to aid students in developing 
objective att i tudes toward 
sexuality by providing clinical, 
educational and counseling ser- 
vices. In its educational efforts, 
the Cmndon ‘ Committee has not 
found it necessary to refer to or 
impose upon others our individual 
philosophies or  behavior. 

Consistent with this persepctive, 
the Counselors Committee on 
Human Sexuality believes that an 
individual’s personal philosophy 
does not impede his or her ability 
t o  openly participate in a broad 
range of University activities. We 
ass& that Mr. Elkins’serious and 
mature a t t i tude  toward the 
University is a vital asset to  the 
Resident Staff  program. We 
therefore submit’ that there is no 
justifiable cause to exclude Robert 
Elkins from any position of 
responsibility within the 
University community. 

The Counselors Committee 
onHuman Sexuality 

NO cultural ‘gap ’ 
Dear Sir: 

Mr. Sabato must have donned 
hood and ear plugs as he traversed 
“that realm, that England.” His 
singular lack of insightfulness is 
offensive even to those least 
acquainted with the English. Mr. 
Sabato must have taken his ear 
plugs out at the wrong time while 
watching Young Fankenstein 
with our cousins across the sea. 

The compatlbility of American 
and  British humor is 
unquestionable. One need only 
note the success of Monty Python 
on television and film as well as the 
comedy team Peter Cook and 
Dudley Moore to  see there is no 
“gap” between us former 
colonists and  our  imperialist 
masters. The fact that American 
films and television shows literally 
dominate the entertainment 
market indicates they must be 
laughing, crying or throwing up at 
roughly the same time we 
Americans do. 

During my visit to the Isles, I 
spent most of my time in London. 
I found the man in the street to be 
as avid a sport fan, as prolific a 
drinker and as crude, friendly, or 
obnixious as the guy who lives next 
door. 

My conclusion is tha t  Mr. 
Sabato’s deficiency in cultural 
analysis is due to his fall down the 
stairs of the Tower of Pisa. In 
which case, he might get a good 
malpractice case against his 
doctor. 

Terence Dunn 
Coll. IV 

False libertarianism 
Dear Sir: 

American Civil Liberties Union 
Legal Director Wolff is quoted in 
the September 24 edition of The 

.Cavalier Daily a s  saying that 
“Thomas Jefferson, a real 
libertarian, would turn over in his 
grave” if he knew of the Elkins 
affair. Indeed he would, but not 
fob Mr. Wolff‘s reasons. Mr. 
Jefferson would turn over in his 
grave to learn that people at the 
University were seriously 
regarding homosexuality as an 
acceptable lifestyle. 

He was a member of a com- 
mission to revise the laws of 
Virginia immediately after in- 
dependence, and  one  o f  the 
commission’s proposals was that 
sodomy be punished by castration. 
It is interesting to note that Mr. 

Jefferson did not believe that 
bestiality should be punished as a 
crime because “Bestiality can 
never make any progress; it cannot 
therefore be injurious to society in 
any great degree, which the true 
measure of criminality in for0 
civili, and will ever be properly and 
severely punished by universal 
derision. I t  may therefore be 
omitted” from the criminal code. 

Mr. Jefferson would see the 
success of a Gay Student Union as 
proof that homosexuality, unlike 
bestiality, can indeed progress and 
become injurious to society, and 
that it should therefore be 
prohibited by law. 

Mr. Wolff has become thelatest 
victim of the false syllogism (very 
common in these parts): “My 
opinion is enlightenedand correct. 
Mr. Jefferson’s opinion (on any 

subject) is enlightened and correct. 
Therefore, Mr. Jefferson agrees 

with me.” 
J a m e s  G u i n i v a r i  

Grad. A&SII 

Hereford criticized 
Dear Sir: 

The.office of President of the 
University of Virginia is hardly a 
ceremonial one: it requires of  the 

man or woman holding i 
highest qualities of leadershiC 
University President should 
mature human being, capat 
making decisions that promE 
best interests of the Unii, 
rather than hisown. Heshod 
be a minion of the alumni, I, 
administrative arm of the 
Visitors; above all, he $1 
personify Jefferson’s intellr 
and ethical spirit of liben) 
honor. 

Some points to  consida 
did Frank Hereford havea8rI 
engagement” preventing him, 
staying through last spring’s 
School commencement. an 
that had been planned for at]{ 
year? Why did Mr. Herc 
prefer a dinner engagement 8 

performance of ‘Threep 
0pera” to  hisinvitationtoSlr 
Council’s Minority Affairs ( 
Forum (The Cavalier Daily, 
8, 1975)? Why did Herefordn 
the  name o f  the  Un’vet 
notorius in the national pro 
clinging to  his membership 
club that maintains racistpoli 

The succession of events in 
administration seems ever to 
to greater embarrassment. 
issue of Bob Elkins’ position 
Mr. Hereford is handling II 
certain to hurt the Univa 
Conservatives will be outraga 
the fact that Elkins is a resx 
advisor; liberals will beoutragr 
the fact of homopho 
discrimination. Students I 

wonder who is next. Possibl! 
administrator or two will 
outraged at having to serves 
the sort of leader who does 
stand behind them. Fit 
Hereford has dragged this ii 
into full publiclight andappoio 
acommittee to keepit there. 

I wonder if  1 am the onl), 
among the many who caredn 
for the University who queslii 
Frank Hereford’s fitness for 
office of University President. 

Russell Willit 
Coll. IV 

The Cavalier Dail! 
welcomes ‘ma to thr  
Editor from any memberof 
the University comi~u~iiitY. 
Letters must be typed ad 
double spaced with thr 
author’s signature and 
phone number attachedtob: 
considered for publication. 
Because of space limitations, 
no letter or portionofaletlb 
longer than 350 words 41 
appear in print. The editofi 
of TheCavalier DailyrcWr 
the right to edit any lettcfi 
submitted for publication. 
No letters can be returned. - 
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