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(The following is printed by request of
the Gay Student Union)

“But the opinion of a similar majority, impos-
ed as a law on the minority, on questions of self-
regarding conduct, is quite as likely to be wrong,
as right; for in these cases public opinion means,
at the best, some people’s notion of what is good
or bad for other people; while very often it does
not even mean that; the public, with the most per-
tect inditierence, passing over the pleasure or
convenience of those whose conduct they censure,
and considering only their own preference.
Thereare many who consider as an injury 1o
themselves any conduct which they have a distaste
for, and resent itas an outrage to their feel-
ings; as a religious bigot, when charged with dis-
regarding the religious feelings of others, has
been known to retort that they disregard his feel-
ings by persisting in their abominable worship or
creed. But there is no parity between the feel-
ing of a person for his own opinion, and the feel-
ing of another who is offended at his holding it . ..
In its interferences with personal conduct {the
public) is seldom thinking of anything but the
enormity of acting or feeling differently from it-
self; and this standard of judgement, thinly dis-
guised, is held up to mankind as the dictate of
religion and philosoophy ...
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