Councilrecommends
Reclasszﬁcauon o f GS U
For fund ellglb zht

By Doug Edward_s
and Kevin LaCroix

Student Council recommended Tuesday night
that the Board of Visitors reconsider its
classification of the Gay Student Union (GSU) as a
political and social organization and restore GSU
eligibility to receive funds.

Council decided the GSU, which this year
revamped its structure, can be considered a service
organization.

While confirming the GSU is a ‘“legitimate,
recognized student organization,” Council
acknowledged its own lack of authority to overturn
a previous decision by the Board, however.

The Board ruled in 1973 the GSU was both a
social and political organization. Under  Board
guidelines, such organizations are - ineligible for
Student Activities Funds monies.

Separate appeals to the Appropriations
Committee decision were made by a group of five
independent students, Law School representative
Ray Martin and the Council Appropriations
Committee itself.

' The committee appealed its own decision. to
force a final Board guideline ruling on funding the -
GSU, according to Appropriations Comrmttee
member Stefan Underhill.

Explammg ‘the GSU advocates a partlculax sexual
hfestyle, the group of five students opposed the
funding of the GSU on the grounds that it isa social
and political organization.

In addition, the GSU should be considered a

the group, said. . :
“The GSU neither culm(htes . ‘ [
style of sexual fife,’ GSU: Secxeta:y—'rmsu:ex
Russell C. Williams said, adding, “‘our purposesand: "
activities are related to the educational purposes of i
the University and any funds’ granted to us shall Be i
used for purposes beneficial to the University.” S
“Homosexuality is nota reHgmn,” Williams sald !
The Council motion," muoduced by Vice .
President Ann’ Sowder, - Education Schigol
representative Jim Lanham and Underhnll, called for
the  reconsideration of the GSUs status by the
Board. ok
" The meotion also reqnested the Board to accept %
the - Appropriation Corgmmees estabhshed ‘just',,
need” figure of $485 for'the GSU. .
The motion passed wtth € I
six negative votes, and thm abstentions
A substitote. motion, - proposed by Col!ege
representative Steve Colluciello, asserting Councit
authority to ' decide ' funding of _any ehgible
orgamzat:on, failed for lack of a second. : B
Another substitute fnotion.. asking the GSU be -
allocated no money was dcfeated overw helmingly.

_ The motion - that' passed was the mast
“expedient” method of mmg a Bomi mmw of o
, the GSU’s gtatus-as a studes
President Pa JEreeman &iid.

The group of five students plan to appea.l the
decision to.the Board. according to Hurd. *“We place
our conﬂdence in the appeal process,” Hurd said.’




